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A Statement of Purpose 


most American scientists as an 
empty and dangerous promise. 


BY JAMES HARRINGTON 


Editor’s note: The following 
is the essence of the state- 
ment made by Jim to Judge Peck 
at his trial for “crossing the 


> line". 


I have broken a law by 
stepping across a white line 
in front of the gate at head- 


quarters of the Strategic Air 
Command.: With others I did 
this to visibly protest what 


goes on beyond that gate. 

It was a difficult thing 
for me to do simply because I 
respect and abide by the law. 

But law and justice are 
not synonymous. While we who 
protested, made plans to break 
law, the military leaders be- 
yond that gate made plans to 
break and burn people and des- 
troy cities. They do this un- 
der the protection the same 
law that we broke. 

I am 62 years old and be- 
long to a generation which 
following WWII busied itself 
with pursuit of the good life. 

But we had brought nuclear 
warfare into being. Then we 
stood by and allowed the mili- 
tary-industrial complex to go 
out -of control even after 
President Eisenhower warned us 
this could happen. 

We are poised now at the 
edge of extinction of civil- 
ization. We have prepared a 
legacy of fear and mistrust 
for our descendants. We live 
the myth that peace can be 
achieved by escalating our 


Judging the Judge 


Federal Magistrate Richard: 


Peck of the United States Dis- 
trict Court for Nebraska will 
soon retire from the bench. 
During the past ten years it 
has been his duty to preside 
over the disposition of cases 
of S.A.C. protesters selected 
by the U.S. Attorneys Office 
for prosecution. 

On September 9, 1986, seven 
of us, as co-defendants for 
our actions at S.A.C.. Two of 
us were in his court for a se- 
cond time. After noting that 
fact and observing that the 
two of us were deserving of a 
harsher penalty than the o- 
thers, Magistrate Peck never- 
theless gave us all the same 
sentence, six. months suspended 
and two years probation. From 
my view, he is certainly not 
without the quality of mercy 
or I would be writing this 
from a jail cell rather than 
the comfort of my own room at 
the Catholic Worker House. 

Among other qualities I’ve 
observed in his court is the 
fact that Magistrate Peck ad- 
dresses and treats defendants 
in his courtroom with a great 
deal of respect. He is also 
meticulous in being sure the 
defendants know and understand 
their rights and the conse- 


preparation for war. We came 
to believe we could prevail by 
acting tough in the world com- 
munity. But we never tried to 
achieve peace by acting peace- 
ful and seeking justice 
throughout the world. 

Across our nearest border, 
in Mexico, hundreds of thou- 
sands of people still wear 
rags and go hungry. Millions 


have entered this country il- 
legally to escape destitution. 
This happens while our own 
farmers are 
bountiful harvests 
there is no market. 


made bankrupt by 
for which 


—» 


Our political leaders have 


no time or resources left to 
deal with these problems of 
humanity. They busy them- 


selves with concerns like 
devising a Star Wars program 
that: 

1) will cost over one 
trillion dollars, 

2) has already escalated 

the arms race, . : 

3) has been labeled by 


quences of their decisions in 
exercising those rights. And 
while he makes it a point to 
let it be known he is not lis- 
tening, he does make it a 


point to allow defendants to 
make a statement about the 
reasons for their actions be- 


fore imposing sentence. 

Following sentencing seven 
of us on September 9th, Magi- 
strate Peck, perhaps because 
this was the last group of 
protesters he would be dealing 
with before his retirement, 
took time to express his per- 
sonal opinions about the de- 
monstrations at S&.A.C. head- 
quarters that have brought so 
many defendants into his 
court. 

He was critical not only of 
the protesters but also of the 


security personnel at the 
base. First of all, he felt 
that we who protest there do 


nothing to accomplish our goal 
of peace except that our acti- 
vities might make us feel good 
inside for awhile. He also be- 
lieves that civil disobedience 
has no place in our society 
except to protest a law that 
is in-and-of-itself immoral 
and that the law forbidding us 
to cross the line is not in- 
and-of-itself immoral, He 


The question occurs; Can I 
help alleviate injustice by 
breaking a law? My honest 
answer is I do not know. But 
history is replete with exan- 
ples of nonviolent civil dis- 
obedience by peaceful people 
in their quest for justice. 
Illegal bus rides and lunch 
counter sit ins marked the 
progress of Rev. Martin Luther 


King and other civil rights 
activists in their struggle 
for justice for blacks and 


other oppressed groups. 

When our leaders are so 
bent on the pursuit-of power 
and control that -they are 
oblivious to the needs and 
concerns of ordinary people, 
what are we to do? 

For all too many of my 
generation the answer to that 
question has. been one of re- 
signation and indifference. 

In conclusion I paraphrase 
from a philosopher whose name 
escapes me: 

“The greatest sin of all is 
indifference. Do not concern 
yourself with your enemies. 
They can only kill you. Do 
not concern yourself with your 
friends, they can only betray 
you. But to be indifferent to 
good allows evil to stalk the 
earth. That is the greatest 
sin of all." ‘ 

So while I am guilty of 
breaking a law, my remorse is 
‘that I have waited so late in 
life to break from the indif- 
ference that has afflicted my 


_ generation. 


sees the actions at S.A.C. as 
being a giant charade because 
of the cooperative Planning 
that goes on between the or- 
ganizers of the demonstrations 


and security personnel at the 
base. 

Now these are opinions that 
I for one can respect, though 
I certainly do not agree with 
him. - But Magistrate Peck ex- 
pressed another opinion that a 
number of us present found 
very disturbing. In his cri- 
ticism of security personnel 
at the base, he expressed a- 
mazement that they could not 
muster enough strength to pre- 
vent protesters from crossing 
the line and ultimately wind- 


ing up in his court. Speaking 
in jest, he suggested that 
base security should employ 


the services of the Chicago 
Bears football team to defend 
the line at S.A.C.. He con- 
tinued that then, if some of 
the protesters wound up with a 
thorn in them, then so be it. 
To us, the Magistrate’s humor 
seemed to be a thinly veiled 
invitation to the security 
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NEEDS 


Money _ , 
Toilet Paper 

Soap Powder, Ruel Soap 

Trash Bags 

Dry Goods (machen. noodles, 
dry beans) 
Canned Goods 
Blankets 

Coffee 

Eggs 

Vacuum Cleaner 
Sheet Plastic 
stripping 

Snow Shovels and ice hackers 


and weather 


Tops on our needs list 
right now is MONEY. With 
three houses our winter 
utility bills are phenomenal. 
We also need DRY GOODS like 
macaroni, noodles, dry beans 
etc. and TOILET PAPER, SOAP, 
and PAMPERS. 

A big THANK-YOU to the 
BRAMMER family who have been 
our regular’ supplier of 
toilet paper for many years. 
The increase in the number of 


Catholic Worker houses has 
caused demand to be above 
supply. We don’t want to 


take advantage of a good 
thing. Please help us. 

Our ‘own: supply of dry 
goods has “been skimpy to 
non-existent for the last 
couple -of months, and our 
neighbors (as well as us) are 
in constant -need of these 
other items, which cannot be 
purchased with ‘food stamps. 
Pampers are a necessity in 
this neighborhood, which is 
inaccessible to a laundromat 
and where no one has a wash- 
ing machine. 

With the cold weather, our 
supply of fresh produce for 
the. food store is diminishing 
rapidly. Thirty or forty 
families come daily to the 
food store. Many of them de- 
pend on it to stretch their 
money and food stamps through 
the month. The line starts 
to form more than an hour be- 
fore we open, though often we 
have only bread to offer. We 
depend heavily on Grocery 
Thrift Store, Sbrocco’s, Wén- 
der Bread and Tait’s for most 
of the food we are able to 
supply. But one woman who 


spoke to her supermarket pro-- 


duce manager a year ago set 
up a twice-weekly pickup of 
fresh produce which has sup- 
plied Kindred House’s needs 
Since then. If you shop reg- 
ularly at one supermarket you 
can make a big contribution 
by telling your produce man- 
ager about the food store. 
If they will put the food on 
the side, we’ll pick it up. 
Your personal request will 
mean more than ours’ since 


they are approached all the 
time by groups they don’t 
know. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Great Peace 
March News 


The GPM will be arriving in 
Washington, D.C. on November 
15, 1986. Ed Fallon is organ- 
izing a trip to Wash., D.C. to 
take part in the end of this 
event. For more information 
on how you can take part con- 
tact: 

- Ed Fallon 

665 34th St. 

Des Moines, Ia. 350312 

(515)277-6192 or, 


Martie Olson 
RR 1 Box 68 
Iowa City, IA 52240 
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Mass. Schedule 


We celebrate 


This is 


the following: 


Oct. 10--Rev. 
from Covenant Presbyterian 
Oct. 17--Fr. Bob Schoemann 
Oct. 24~--No 


retreat 
Oct. 31--Fr. John Gorman 
Nov. 7--Fr. Mike Irwin 


John Richter 
Mike O’Meara 
Frank Cordaro 
Neal Fagin 
‘Dan Krettek 
John Gorman 


Nov. 14--Fr. 
Noy. 21--Fr. 
Nov. 28--Fr. 
Dec. 5--Fr. 

Decs sl 25—Kr= 
Dec. 19--Fr. 


nificantly 


liturgy most 
every Friday night at 7:30 PM. 
a great way to visit 
the community and the houses. 
Our schedule for this month is 


John Sieverson 


'mass--Priests’ 


community 


Cindy Blake 
Catherine 
1/2 months) 
Luke Bobbitt (age 3, 
Wendy Bobbitt 

Kari Fisher 

Jim Harrington 
Donna Henderson 
Patti McKee 

Judith Reeh ‘ 
Norman Searah 
Carmen Trotta 


Lin Bobbitt (age 1 


almost 4) 


Thank You 


The editors of the Via Pacis 
gratefully acknowledge Cathy 
and JoAnne Talarico’s generous 
gifts of the letters and the 
lettering. Their efforts sig- 
reduced the strain 
on the éditors of this publi- 
cation. 


VIA. PACIS 


“VIA PACIS is published every two 
months by the Des Moines Catholic 
Worker, P.O. Box 4551, Des Moines, 
Towa (50306). Telephone’ Gey: 
243-0765 or 243- 7471, We main- 
tain Lazarus Hospitality House, 
1317 Eighth Street, a témporary 
shelter for women, couples, and 
families, and Monsignor Ligutti 
Library and Peace and Justice 
center, 1301 Highth Street, 
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BY DONNA J. HENDERSON 


Fall has arrived. The 
garden is providing the last 
of this summer’s crop. The 
days are shorter and the 
chilly air heightens my a- 
wareness of the changes a-— 
round me. 

Usually at this time of 
the year, we have fewer fam-— 
ilies and more single women 
and couples seeking shelter, 
but this year, like the last 
few years, doesn’t fit the u- 
sual pattern. Today we have 
six children with us. Two 
weeks ago, after school had 
started, we had eighteen 
children in our house. De- 
spite the predictions of. eco- 
nomic prosperity, poverty has 
reached deeply into the heart 
of America’s working people. 


What are we to do? Per- 
sonal responsibility is a re- 
volution which must not be 


suppressed. The prophets of 
the Old Testament cry out to 
us, and for us, in our Sunday 
readings this fall. Amos 
cries, “Woe to the complacent 
in Zion, to the overconfident 
on the mount of Samaria.” (A- 
mos 6:1) The prophet Habak- 
kuk cries out to God, "‘Vio- 
lence!’ but you do not inter- 
vene. Why must you let me 
see ruin; why must I look up- 
on misery?" (Habakkuk 1:2-3) 
The Gospel too speaks of in- 
justice. In one of Jesus’ 
stories, thé rich man tells 
Father Abraham, “if someone 
would only go to them from 
the dead, then they would re- 
pent." (Luke 16:30) 

How shall we be who we 
are, that is Christ, toa 
broken world? The prophets 
do not dwell on the reasons 
for poverty or the causes of 
injustice. They will not 
listen to excuses. To us, 
the prophets of the Old Test- 
ament, like the one of today, 
are dismissed as unrealistic 
and untenable because they 
provide no solution which 
maintains our personal status 
quo. So adept are we at a- 
voiding our responsibility 
that the Scriptures cannot 
speak to us. We demand para- 
meters--the Maintenance of 


our national “security", the 
“security” of our material 
wealth and the "security” of 


our positions and jobs--which 
the prophets regard as blas- 
phemous, the worship of false 


gods. Nothing less than a 
personal revolution is re- 
quired. 


Who are we to be Christ to 
our world? In my last arti- 
cle, I spoke of the essence 
of personalism and personal 
responsibility as emanating 
from our personal experience 
of the love freely offered by 


God. To quote Richard Clea- 
ver in his “Catholic Worker 
Positions: Psychology", 


“(t)here is: no social or e- 
conomic revolution without a 
personal one, and no personal 
revolution without a social 
and economic one, all simul- 
taneous, all inseparable." 
We have a vision because we 
know the one who has come 
from the dead. How fortunate 
and empowered we are. No 
longer shall we value our- 
selves, economically or o- 
therwise, as more or less 
valuable according to per- 
ceived degrees of profession— 
alism, ability or woth. 
Each shall receive according 
to their needs. What Father 
Abraham denied to the rich 
man, we have not been denied. 
To have known Jesus gives us 


Zach human being 
1S Gm oltans 
of limitless may Slesey 
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Linestless jy lire) 
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- TF. Mecth hore 


the courage to recognize and 
confess who we really are-- 
less than faithful servants 
and less than selfless fol- 
lowers--and to know that de- 
spite ourselves God is mer- 
ciful. 

To whom shall we go? 
Scripture points the way. 
Excuses must not stand in the 
way. Our experience of the 
love of Christ leads us to 
know joy and suffering in way 
never imagined. I am struck 
by the truth of Kari’s obser- 
vation at the birth of Cath- 
erine Lin, "if more people 
would watch babies being born 
then the world wouldn’t have 
to fight any more wars.” Ob- 
viously, simply watching a 
child’s birth would not pre- 
vent wars. What is required 


(We \ <a 
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is the recognition of the 
Miracle taking place. One 
need not dwell on the drama- 
tic to observe a miracle how- 
ever, the simple miracle of 
the changing of the seasons 
proclaims God’s love for all 
of creation. We are part of 
creation; created to be just 
who we are--the image of God. 
“Christ came to bring abun- 
dant life to us, varied life, 
rich life, life in all our 


parts, life rooted in whole- 
ness." (C.W. Positions: Psy- 
chology ) Knowledge of our- 


selves can only bring us to 
God and knowledge of God 
brings is to a new vision of 
creation. Human beings are 
the pinnacle of that crea- 
tion. 

This knowledge and this 
love do not permit a "busi- 
ness as usual” approach to 
our lives and our lifestyles. 
They demand circumspection 
and action. We cannot cri- 
ticize the prophets for their 
failure to provide solutions. 
The solutions are obvious e- 
nough. We simply fail to ac- 
cept the solutions as in our 
hands. The solution demands 
a new referent for our lives- 
-Christ. All that impedes 
our listening and responding 
to Christ must be elimanated. 
Our material “security” must 
be supplanted with simpli- 
city: our needs and our wants 
are confused. Our wants must 
succumb to the needs of our 
brothers and sisters through- 
out the world. We must live 
as though creation depended 
upon it, because it does. 


WHAT’S HAPPENING 


BY KARI FISHER 


he comm ty i ral. 
We wish we could say that 
all our days are filled with 
happenings; but they’re not. 
Life in community is a daily 
struggle. Often it is inef- 
ficient and unpredictable. 
However the past two months 
have been good. We’ve seen 
old friends and community 
members come home for our 
tenth anniversary. We have 
had two members of the com- 
munity given a year of pro- 


bation for their crossing 
the line at SAC. Many of us 
feared they might receive 


jail time; but Magistrate 
Peck benevolently lectured 
them about civil disobedi- 
ence instead. The "free 
food store", which we run 
with Kindred Community, also 
struggles along. The forty 
folks who daily come by for 
whatever we have often are 
disappointed for the lack of 
‘food. Many are elderly or 
Single mothers who have no 
other options. I’d like to 
thank our friends at Grocery 
Thrift Store on Ne 14th for 
all their help. They have 
to be our most regular sup- 


plier of good, quantity 
food. : 

I think the best thing 
that’s happened for all of 


us, though, was the birth of 
Catherine Lin Bobbitt. She 
was born Aug. 26 at 6 pounds 
13. ounces. Patti paced the 
floor as Judith and I help- 
ed(?!?) Wendy have the baby. 
Judith took pictures and I 
held Wendy’s hand and looked 
at the wall.) I once read a 
story of a person having a 
baby and that person said, 
“if more people would watch 
babies being born then the 
world wouldn’t have to fight 
any more wars." At the 
time, I thought it was 
schmultzy but it has alot of 
truth in it. (Although I do 
NOT advocate turning mater- 
nity centers into amusement 
parks. ) That is a broad 
look at what’s up around 


here, now a closer look at 
each of our action packed 
eleven Catholic Worker 
lives. 

Cindy Blake-is still 
keeping busy at Corrie 
House; although it appears 


that our focus may shift 
from single women to men. 
Cindy has decided to return 
to Mexico for three months 
in January. In order to do 
this she’s getting a part- 
time job with Camelot Clean- 
ers. She spends a lot of 
time at the house doing 
thoughtful things for folks- 
~making quilts, crocheting, 
even taking off for a few 
days to take a friend home 
for a relative’s funeral. 
Habitat and teaching Sunday 
School are also Catholic 
Worker outreach that she 
does. (Please see Cindy’s 
story about her trip to 
Mexico: ) . 
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Catherine Lin Bobbi 
-She’s already been mention- 
ed, but is doing just great. 
Her umbilical cord came off 
and the end result looks 
like an "outie”, anyway, she 
is BEAUTIFUL. 


Luke Bobbitt-the “big 


brother“ has been going to 
Day Care for half a day on 
weekdays. Luke enjoys play- 
ing with his men and making 
sure “no one messes with my 
sister." ‘At three anda 
half, he leads a busy sched- 
ule of hospitality for his 
age group at the house. 
However, when we journeyed 
to Omaha for the SAC trial, 
Luke did manage to take time 
out for the Children’s Mus- 
eum. (Which was a lot of 
fun! ) 


Wendy 1 Bobbitt -is bass 


following in her children’s 
footsteps. (That’s amazing 
when only one of them 


walks!) Seriously, Wendy is 
happy being through with 
Maternity clothes. She was 
getting a little paranoid 


about looking like she was 
hiding this years Jack 0’- 
Lantern. I’d like to add 
that prior to having her 
baby Wendy had worked a dou- 
ble shift at Kindred House 
and the free food store and 
was doing laundry when it 
was time to see the doctor. 
Wendy didn’t slow up much- 
-she’s still dividing her 
time between our house, Kin- 
dred and the food store. 
Her enthusiasm and energy 
are incredible. 

Jim Harrington-remains an 
incorrigible early morning 
riser and coffee drinker. 
Rumor has it that when we 
ran out of coffee this 
month; Jim boiled the old 
coffee cups for three hours 


trying to get his caffeine 
beal>.ep Jim has developed a 
nasty habit of spreading his 
morning cheeriness by sing- 
ing, "Wake with the butter- 
cups" to one Catholic Worker 
(her name goés unstated but 
she’s writing this article). 
He takes the house almost 


every day while claiming 
that he needs to listen to 
“cowboy music” Jim’s 


statement during his trial 
and his example here contin- 
ue to brighten our lives. 
Donna Henderson-is yet 
another busy Catholic Work- 
er. Her garden has come in- 
to abundance; which is ap- 


preciated by the cooks of 
the day. She and Cindy were 
our two “delegates” to the 
Mid-west C.W. gathering. 
Unfortunately, Donna's body 
didn’t cooperate and she 


spent the vast majority of 
her time at the retreat ill. 
She’s still busy with work 
at Legal Aid. 


Patti ieee is preparing 


for her trial (along with 
seven other folks) for their 
involvement in the sit-in at 
Branstad’s office. Between 
taking the house, food store 
and Kindred, she’s auditing 


a class at Drake and pres- 
ident of the D.M. Coalition 
for the Homeless. Patti’s 


also working with the P.O.- 
W.E.R. coalition, which ad- 
vocates the ‘12% plan" for 
utilities-which is extremely 
important if we want to keep 


utilities affordable and on 
for our brothers and sis- 


ters. 


his on vaca- 
tion. She and Carmen Trotta 
took a more than well deser- 
ved break to bus around the 
western Ue Se for three 


weeks. Judith, despite her 
part-time job at Iowa Peace 
Network, continues to do 


tons around the house. Pri- 
or to our ten year anniver- 


sary Judith put in new ceil- 
ing tiles and took two days 
off from work to clean. She 
also takes the house and 
food store frequently. Un- 
fortunately, something . got 
goofed up with immigration 
(we know bureaucrats never 
goof...) and Judith isn’t 
sure if her visa will be 
extended until January. We 
hope it will be. 


ANNIVERSARY 
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ture to the Big Apple alone 
and I’m terrified. I’m 
still working at the Rice 
Bowl to pay off my Drake 
student loans. Marianne 
Stewart, a long-term volu- 


« Celebrate 10 yeas on Mobilizing. for Peace and 
Justice 

¢ Plan MfS‘s N Bia hada: for 1987 
and Beyond 

¢ Meet and Exchange J/deas with other 

Local Activists 


. nteer, is staying in my 

Norman Searah-still thi-. (oops, our) room for awhile Mobilization for Survival is comprised of over 150 
nks it’s Christmas time and and it’s great to have her local groups from around the nation, making us one of 
keeps handing out presents. around (even when I’m not.) thelotge gee Re vaods ayes Se tee 
So, if you stop by the house the U.S. today. 

3 ° 
don Fr Gadtiae toclea 853 Broadway. #418, NY, NY 10003 212-539-0008 
and cans. He’s also getting In Peace, 
to visit his friend Sheryl, 3 

Kari 


who’s in prison. Norman is 
always finding projects to 
work on--bagging up food for 
the free food store, unbag- 
ging food for the house, ta- 
king guests to job inter- 
views and seeing his friends 
at the tracks. Oh, and if 
you have any blankets, Nor- 
man needs them for his fri- 
ends. 


Registration Resisters Respond 
Carmen Trotta-is, as men- to Contra Aid 


tioned, also taking a much 
needed break from the house. 
Besides livening up commun-.. 
ity meetings with his amus- 


ing anecdotes of the Grin- In response to the Senate’s war on Nicaragua," said Wehle, 
nell football team; Carmen approval of $100 million in Zor Zebelman, 23, concurred: 
has been working at least Contra aid in mid-August, Mi- “We have an obligation to hum-— 
two nights a week at the chael Wehle ’ and Wayne Zebel- anity to disassociate our- 
men’s shelter. In addition man, both of Olympia, Wash- selves from the crimes being 
to taking the house, the ington and both former members committed by our government. 
food store and doing food of the Des Maines Catholic Registering for the draft 
pickups, Carmen is also pre- Worker Community, notified the ~ would show support for U.5. 
paring for trial for his Selective Service System of military policy in Central 
participation in the sit-in. their refusal to register for America. By refusing to reg- 
Incidently,; Carmen is on the the military draft. The two ister we are refusing to 
cover of IOWA IDEA as he is young men cited the World participate in a war crime.” 
dragged out of the capital. Court’s decision that the For more information on 
I’m Kari Fisher-writing United States is violating in- these men’s resitance efforts, 
this article as I go to Oma- ternational law by supporting please write: 
ha- where I’ll fly to New the Contras. “We believe that Wayne Zebelman 
York. I’m spending a week international law prohibits us 1320 East 8th Avenue 
in NYC-working on a peace from participating in the U.S. Olympia, Washington 
camp idea for inner-city 3 98501 


kids. This is my first ven- 5 # 


CW POSITIONS EXPLAINED 


“BY RICHARD CLEAVER 


In the last installment of 


“this series, I quoted from an 


old labor song: “Hearts 
starve as well as bodies; 
give us bread but give us 
roses.” So far I have ex- 
plained the Catholic worker’s 
objection to any economic 
system that puts profit (pri- 
vate or collective) above 
people, and to any political 
system that pretends to se- 
cure human freedom by making 
laws. These go hand in hand; 
and where they don’t starve 
the body, they starve the 
heart. Usually because they 
starve both, because the 
hearts and bodies are insep- 
arable. If we fail to see 
that unity, we have not begun 
to make a real revolution. 
If we fail to provide roses, 
what good is the bread? For 
a Christian, as our own bish- 
op continually reminds us, 
"the bottom line is the dig- 
nity of the human person", 
not the bottom line of a bal- 
ance sheet (whether a capit- 
alist balance sheet or a sta- 
te-centralist one). Any way 
of looking at a person that 
does not take in the whole of 
that person lessens the sum 
of human dignity because it 
mars the likeness of God 
which each huan being is cre- 
ated to be. Giving in toa 
false picture of the human 
person as some kind of spirit 
trapped in a body not only 


' blasphemes against the Incar- 


nation, it alienates us from 
ourselves and of course from 
each other. Since people 
have to live with other peo- 
ple, we have to strengthen 
that dignity by just rela- 
tions with the individuals in 
our lives and a just order of 
society. All of these levels 
go together. There is no so- 
cial or economic revolution 
without a personal one, and 
no personal revolution with- 
out a social and economic 
one, all simultaneous, all 
inseparable. "Hear, oh 
Israel, the Lord your God, 
the Lord is one," and so are 
we, individually and collec- 
tively. 

Throughout John Paul II’s 
first encyclical we are 
taught to give first place to 
human persons “in all the un- 
repeatable reality of what 
they are and what they do, of 
their intellect and will, of 
their conscience and heart." 
The Pope quotes his conclu- 
sion in both of his later en- 
cyclicals: The human person 
“is the primary and funda- 
mental way for the church, 
the way traced out by Christ 
himself." To be sure, no in- 
dividual is without sin, but, 
as the Council says, “To the 


children of Adam Christ re- 
stores the divine likeness 
which had been disfigured 
from the first sin onward. 
Since human nature as He as- 
sumed it was not annulled, by 
that very fact it has been 
raised up to a divine dignity 
to our respect too. For by 
His incarnation the Son of 
God has united Himself in 
some fashion with every human 
being.” 

Catholic Workers try every 
day to recognize this fact. 
Some accuse us of being a 
band-aid and letting the 
deeper trouble go untreated. 
But to one who sees Christ in 
each person, there is a spe- 
cial urgency in dealing with 
the person’s immediate need. 


So we are committed to “the 
daily practice of the works 
of mercy”. But we are also 
aware that the works of mercy 
can be practiced in such a 
way as to deprive the other 
of dignity. Saint Vincent de 
Paul reminds us to practice 
them so that the poor can 
forgive us for the bread we 
give them. Peter Maurin urg- 
ed us to practice them at a 
personal sacrifice because 
only that can restore the ba- 
lance of have and have-not. 
When you give of your. need, 
not your abundance, you are 
giving not only alms, you are 
not only sharing justice, but 
you are sharing dignity--be- 
cause you are sharing that 
which you believe you deserve 
to have yourself. 

This glorious picture, 
however, is a far cry from 
the way our society treats 
people. We think of each 
other as less than whole, and 
our dignity is a thing of 
words only. This is covered 
up by talk of human rights. 
Even the most well-meaning 
cannot see that this vocab- 
ulary sets us up as apart. 
Rights language, based in 
private property language, is 
the language of limits, of 
protecting yourself against 
other people, of buying your 
wholeness at the expense of 
others. Dorothy used to say 
over and over, ° “Christians 


cannot 


stand on their 
rights." We must be more 
concerned how much we can 
give our sisters and bro- 
thers, and not how much we 


can protect ourselves from 
them, much less the greatest 
sin of all, how much we can 
use them. 


In this society we see our 
sisters and brothers in terms 
of our needs. We make them 
into objects, tools for our 


own use. We no longer look 
for our vocations, but for 
jobs. We are concerned with 


how much money we can make. 
In a time of enormous unen- 
ployment, Peter Maurin shock- 
ed many _by. speaking not of 
providing jobs but of "firing 
the bosses", - a complete re- 
orientation of the way we 
look at work. John Paul 
speaks of acall: “We must 
see first and foremost Christ 
saying in some way to each 
member of the community: 
‘follow me’.” This requires 
“an adequate awareness of the 
individual Chisrtian’s voc- 
ation and responsibility for 
this singular, unique and 
unrepeatable grace by which 
each Christian in the commu- 
nity of the people of God 
builds up the body of 
Christ." . If we foster this 
deep sense of divine purpose, 
the problems of self-esteem 
that trouble us so in these 


times will vanish--but we 
cannot confuse searching out 
our vocation with job 
hunting. We must fire the 


bosses +-and trust in God in- 
stead, trust that God will 
take care of us if we are 
pursuing the vocation that is 
God’s special gift to each of 
us. It is the lilies of the 
field, pure and simple. And 
any Catholic Worker can tell 
you it works. : 

And once we have that vo- 
cation? Then we will no lon- 
ger be divided against our- 
selves, because we will be 
living out our deepest, tru- 
est nature. 

But we are kept from this 
knowledge by the way society 
regards people as just items 
in the cost of production. 
Work need not suit the work- 
er, only the assembly line 
and the ledger. Pius XI put 
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it best: "Very many employ- 
ers treat their workers as 
mere tools. Bodily la- 
bor, which was decreed by 
Providence for the good of 
the human body and soul, even 
after original sin, has been 
changed’ everywhere into an 
instrument of strange perver- 
sion, for dead matter leaves 
the factory ennobled and 
transformed, where human be- 
ings are corrupted and de- 
graded.” And those who are 
not “productive”, by reason 
of age or physical condition, 
are shut away. 

When we go home from work 
we are again put into a slot 
that serves money-making ends 
rather than human dignity, 
and again our whole nature is 
betrayed. As at work we are 
valued by how much we pro- 
duce, at home we are valued 
by how much we consume. We 
are taught to “need" things 
we in fact have no use for, 
and we feel insecure and in- 
adequate when these "needs" 
cannot be met. The most ex- 
treme example of this is the 
tendency to include even peo- 
ple in the category of con- 
sumer goods. From the habit 
of using -sexual attractive- 
ness to sell things, it has 
become a saleable item in its 
own right. People are summed 
up by how closely they con- 


-health. 
, that we should spend our days 
-working for some kind of 


form to some arbitrary (but 
expensive) standard of beau- 
ty, and woe to those who fall 
short of the standard. As a 
result, we live in a porno- 
graphic society. 

This is reinforced at a 
deeper level, an internal 
one. We are taught to be 
ashamed of our bodies. We 
grow up unaware of them, we 
despise them and abuse them, 


-unable to see that they are 


temples of the Holy Spirit. 
We live entirely in our 
heads. We forget that even 
in prayer we are matter as 
well as spirit, we have voi- 
ces to sing with and hands to 
gesture with and knees to 
kneel on. 

Or else we grow up too 
aware of our bodies, with our 
physical equipment. We let 
them rule our every act. We 
judge our relationships by 
the gender of the two people 
involved, and fail to see the 
possibilty of a loving rela- 
tionship with someone of the 
“wrong”. gender. Worst of 
all, if we are men we deny 
the “feminine” parts of our- 
selves, or if we are women, 
the “masculine” parts. We 
cannot know ourselves, we 
cannot know each other. How 
can we love? 

None of this is what 
Christ wants for us. He even 
joined divinity with human- 
ity, the perfect contradic- 
tion to our effort to split 
things up. Christ came to 
bring abundant life to us, 
varied life, rich life, life 
in all our parts, life rooted 
in wholeness. It is no ac- 
cident that holy, healthy and 
whole all come from the same 
root, just as it is no acci- 
dent that salvation comes 
from the Latin word for 
This is not to say 


self-fufillment or perfect 
adjustment. A truly human 
vision, a true picture of the 
wholeness of the human per- 
son, includes the reality of 
suffering. It has to, be- 
cause it includes the need to 
serve. The pursuit of whole- 
ness and holiness is not the 
pursuit of pleasure. Our 
text is not the self-help 
manual but the Scripture, and 
our model is not the suc- 
cessful graduate of a weekend 
quick-fix seminar but the 
suffering servant. There are 
no shortcuts to the personal 
revolution that breaks down 
the divisions I have men- 
tioned. 

The Catholic Worker de- 
pends on three things to help 


bring about this revolution-~— 


—-personalism, nonviolence and 
community. Personalism means 
we belieye in taking people 
as unique--that is why our 
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houses of hospitality are so 
different from social agen- 
cies. We have no guidelines 
for eligibility, no proper 
chain of authority, no cut- 
and-dried formula for dealing 
with our guests. The per- 
son’s own history and needs 
and behavior are our norms. 
And this personalism goes the 
other direction too. We do 
not expect others to carry 
our responsibilities, and we 
do not try to play it safe 
and avoid committing our- 
selves. Personal respons-_ 
ibility for ourselves and 
each other is a powerful 
antidote to the poison of 
indifference to other people 
which permeates our society. 

Worse even than indiffer- 
ence is violence. It strikes 
at the very root of human 
dignity. For us, nonviolence 
is never just the tactic of 
the day; it is.the core of 
our life. It means being 
willing at all times to yield 
for the sake of another, be- 
cause we know the other as a 
whole person, with the dig- 
nity of a child of God. Just 
as violence, infringing the 
dignity of another, can never 
make up for our lost dignity 
so no violent revolution can 
establish justice because it 
is itself the worst of injus- 
tices. 

Finally, once we see each 
other as we are, the way non- 
violence lets us see each 
other, we come to nourish the 
seed of community. Community 
is both teacher and remedy. 
It teaches us the skills of 
cooperation, accomodation, 
and graceful yeilding which 
must be mastered to live non- 
violently; and it replaces 
indifference and alienation 
with the healing warmth of 
dignity and respect. Com- 
munity makes sure our person- 
al revolution is not empty- 
-either because there is no 
one to share it, or because 
it is based solely on self. 
The quest for wholeness is 
not rugged individualism be- 
qause it doesn’t set up bar- 
riers. It is granting to 
others the dignity you have 
found in yourself by discov- 
ering your wholeness. It is 
servanthoood to all, as 
Christ was servant to all, 


.and as such it inevitably 


flows into our social rela- 
tionships. 

And that is the topic for 
next time. 
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“Come, let us run with 
patience the race that is set 
before us." Heb. eT 


IT recently had an oppor- 
tunity to go to Mexico, for a 
week with a short-term mission 
team from my church. It was a 
time of hard work, reflection,. 
study and fun. 

» What I would like to bring 
to light now was the hospit- 
ality of the Mexican people.. 

I would like to first paint 
a picture of these Peoples’ 
life. First, all:.of the 
houses were approximately 10’ 
by 12’ shacks made out of any 
Scrap material that the people 
could find. Anywhere from 2-7 
People would live in these 
Shacks. There was no electri- 
city and the water was sup- 
Plied from a Spigot in the 
street which was turned off at 
8 p.m. and turned on at 6 
a.m., it was also turned off 
any time during the day if it 
was used too much. Children 
weren’t in school because they 
had to work for money for 
their families. The children 
sold -gum or shined shoes or 
begged. These People were 
poor. Yet, out of their pov- 
erty, they Bladly provided e- 
very meal that we had for the 
days we were there. We had 
brought money for our food but 
they wanted to Provide for us 
to show God's love. 

I was struck by their love, 
their willingness to serve. 


Often at the Worker we say- 
“Welcome, you can sleep here- 
when are you leaving?" I had 


no feeling that the people in 
Mexico were waiting for us to 
leave. 


I opened this article with 
the verse from Hebrews. This 
méans alot to me for a couple 
of reasons. Primarily, for 
me, 
"course" 


to follow. One that 


it means that there is a. 
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Jesus leads us on individually 
and collectively. Secondly, 
it can go with the verse, “the 
poor you have with you al- 
ways." As long as there is 
Sin there will be injustice in 
the world. With injustice 
there will always be poverty 
and hunger. As Christians it 


is part of our “race" to show 
Christ to the poor through 
unconditional love: The kind 


of love that. Christ showed us. 


The 
showed us. 50 
than we could show then. 


Mexican Christians 
much more love 
They 
were very open and honest. 
Jesus was their life and some 
suffered persecution for it. 
Their love for us was uncon- 
ditional. I have much to 
learn from them in this area. 
In Mexico, at least where [I 


was, the people were hungry 
for food as well as the word 
of God. Many accepted Jesus 


as Savior, some were healed 
from physical infirmities. My 
experience there Was one of 
seeing God work. All seven of 
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us on the team realized that 
it wasn’t us working, but God 
through us. 

Seeing how God works stir- 
red my heart in ways that it 
had been stirred before but I 
had ignored. As a result I 
would like to return to 
Mexico. 

In January, a second team 
from my church is going down. 
If all. works out well.I will 
g° with that team and then 
stay for three months. Since 
I want to stay in Mexico for 
three months, I've taken a job 
to earn. money so that I can 


stay and not be a burden to 
the -people. Because of the 
job and other activities I’m 


leaving the community to pre- 
pare for this. I’d@ appreciate 
being in your Prayers. 

The trip helped me to learn 
to deal with People more on a 


one-to-one basis. Psalm 131 
has a part in it that says, 
“Lord, my heart is not proud, 


I don’t set my mind on things 
beyond me." So, anyway, I’ve 
begun to learn that my parti- 
cular gifts lie in dealing 
with people one-to-one, I’ve 
been too involved in “world 
issues” and not taking time to 
deal with those things in my 


“own back yard." I had lost 
the "“personalism'" that is so 
important to Catholic Worker 
Philosophy. 


I’1l leave this article for 
now. This is the last Via 
Pacis for awhile that I’ll be 
working. on. God has used the 
Worker to teach me many things 
and as a preparation for my 
future activities: in Mexico. 

Many blessings on all of 
you! 


In Christ, 
Cindy Blake 
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Thank You From Wendy 


They say you only know who 
your friends are when you’re 
down: I could Say more-that 
hard times are when you find 
out the depth and meaning of 
community. So, for me, the 
Past few months have brought 
@ succession of events which 
have created bonds with this 
community far deeper than I 
ever thought would be there 
When I joined it a year ago 
as a stopover after being at 
CCNV. So I want to thank 
everyone who has Supported me 
SO much through the breakup 
of my marriage, the birth of 
my daughter, and Luke’s re- 
cent serious accident. This 
community has been a real 
family-In addition to the 
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. See SS 5 
“official” community (espe- 
Cially Kari, Patti and Jud- 


ith, who went through child- 
birth with me, and Jim and 
Patti who moved. in ‘to the 


hospital with me when Luke 


was hurt), I want to thank JD 
and Greg,.. whose level heads 
minimized Luke's injuries, 
Marla and Renate, who spent 
countless hours at the 
hospital, MaryAnn, who held 
down the fort. at the house 


for days while the rest of us 
were over there, and Dee, 
Linda, Barb and Terry, who 
have been taking care of the 
baby so I can take the house 
and have been helping out 
with cooking and cleaning 
here at the house. Luke, who 
stepped into a pot. of boiling 
water at Kindred House and 


has second degree burns, is 
well on the Way to recovery, 
So to quote Jim, thank you 
all and thank you Lord. 


by Wendy Bobbitt 
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Norman’s Whereabouts 


The leaves on the trees 
are starting to fall and we 
have not seen Indian Summer 
yet. Funny, it seems like 
yesterday was the first day 
of summer. Sitting here I 
can recall alot of things 
that I did and what they 
meant to me. 

My summer started with a 
trip to the National Cath- 
olic Worker Retreat which 
took Place in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. There were alot 
of people there from alot of 
Catholic Workers from dif- 
ferent parts of the country. 
There were even a few people 
from Canada and Australia. 
The highlight of the retreat 
for me was a chance to visit 
the Catholic Worker Arch- 
ives. 

For many years we have 
been sending all sorts of 
stuff to Phil Runkle and the 
others at the archives. I 
got to see alot of interest- 
ing things. For example, a 
couple of videos on the Cat- 
holic Worker. I also saw 
something on the Mustard 
Seed where I was an outside 
staff person way before I 
came to Des Moines. 

Frank Cordaro, his mother 
and [I had the pleasure of 
eating over at Phil Runkle’s 
mother’s house. It was 
good. We slept at the Cath- 
olic Worker in Milwaukee. 

A few days later I took 
part in the Harrison County 
Peace Pilgrimage, which 
started in Dunlap, Iowa. 
The night before one days 
walk we listened to someone 
who had spent sometime in 
Russia. He had alot of sli- 
des on churches that I 
thought were interesting. 
The next night, after I tri- 
ed walking from Dunlap to 
Woodbine, Helen Tichy and a 
lady named Ann talked about 
their time in Nicaragua. 
They had some good slides 
and their talk was great. 
The next day I tried to walk 
from Woodbine to Logan. 
That night a lady from the 
American Friends Service 
Committee (AFSC) talked a- 
bout the military and the 
farm problem. Her talk was 
good too. The next day I 
rode from Logan to Missouri 
Valley where two pastors, a 
Catholic and a Methodist, 
talked about their bishops’ 
peace pastorals. It was 
good. To me both bishops’ 
letters were the same. 

After the Harrison County 
Peace Pilgrimage, it was 
time to go to Council Bluffs 
to take part in the Heart- 
land Peace Pilgrimage. This 
was sponsored by mostly alot 
of different orders of nuns. 
They’re hard working people. 
After a couple of days of 
Faith and Resistance talks 
and workshops, it was time 
to go to S§.A.C. and cross 
the line. It was a big day 
for me because I found out 


that I had alot to do before 
I crossed the line. I was 
one of the peacekeepers, ma- 
king sure that people were 
doing o.k.. Then came the 
moment to cross the line. 


isnt enough 
to talk about-peace: 


one must believe in it. 
and it isn’t enough to believe in it. 
one must work at it. 


Eteanor Rensevell 


A few days later, I found 
myself on a bus going home 
to visit my mother and fam- 
ily, but before I went home 
I stopped in New York City 
tom drop otfieesa Sfilft. «The 
gZift was meant to go to the 
Catholic Worker farm. The 
gift was a set of bowls. It 
seems like the last time we 
went to the farm, I somehow 
destroyed a bowl. and pro- 
mised to replace it with a 
new one. So I kept my pro- 
mise. B.T., the New York 
Catholic Worker has your 
bowls. 

While I was home I learn- 


-ed alot about how much each 


one has grown and how each 
one is doing. My mother has 
twelve grandchildren alcng 
with the twelve of us (her 


children). I got back to- 
gether with a friend of mine 
who has been a friend of 
mine since we were kids. 
I’m praying that we stay 
friends. I had a good time 
with my mother and I want 
her to know that I love her 
alot. 

On the way back I stopped 
in New York City to cele- 
brate my 36th birthday and 
to do what we all do--look 
back at ourselves, where we 
came from and where we are 
going. It seems that I did 
more celebrating than look- 
ing at time. 

When I got back, I got 
into wrapping things for 
Christmas and I’m still do- 
ing it. I’m also still col- 
lecting bottles and cans for 
that truck I’m dreaming of 
so I can help other people. 

I worked at the state 
fair this year and it was 
good bécause I was able to 
bring people with me. They 
helped me out and that way 
they could earn a little mo- 
ney. I would like to say 
"Thank You" to all of them. 

This year I would like to 
try to pass out blankets to 
families besides toys, clo- 
thes and other things. I 
also want to give some to 
the people on the streets. 
So if you have any blankets 
that you don’t need or any 
empty Iowa bottles and cans, 
please remember me. 


Thank you, 


Norman 


JUDGING THE JUDGE 
(continued from p. 1) 


personnel to get tough and em- 
ploy force when confronted by 
peaceful demonstrators. 


' Over the years, there have 
been many thousands of people 
involved in peaceful protest 
or civil disobedience at 
S.A.C. headquarters and these 
demonstrations have been re- 
markably free from violence 
both on the part of the pro- 
testers and base security per- 
sonnel. §$ The Chicago police 
riots during the 1968 presi- 
dential campaign and the act- 
ions of Sheriff Bull Connors 
turning fire hoses and police 
dogs on civil rights demon- 
strators are not to be forgot- 
ten or emulated by law enfor- 
cement personnel. If Magis- 
trate Peck was advocating even 
a minor change in that direct- 
ion by law enforcement person- 
nel, then this was certainly _ 
not one of his finer moments 
as a court magistrate. 


Jim Harrington 
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